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the French. It failed, and Foch replied at once with a successful
counter-attack, known as the second battle of the Marne. Then
the British attacked in front of Amiens on August 8, This
British attack, with 450 tanks, came as a complete surprise, and
Ludendorff in his Memoirs afterwards declared that August 8,
1918, was 'the black day of the war*. From that date onwards
Allied offensives followed in rapid succession, now here and now
there. The enemy were never given time to recover. We had
them on the run. The retreat became general and continuous.

Then things began to happen on other fronts. The Allied
armies in front of Salonica, British, French, Serb, Greek, and
Italian, the most inactive of all the fronts, attacked the Bul-
garians, who disobeyed their German commander and refused
to fight in a war they regarded as already lost. At the end of
September Ludendorff received, almost simultaneously, the
news that Bulgaria had made peace and that his own Hindenburg
line had been broken through by the Allied advance. He realized
that the war was lost, and instructed the German government to
make peace as quickly as possible on any terms they could get.
The German government approached President Wilson, asking
him to arrange terms of an armistice between Germany and the
Allies. Thus negotiations began which, after five or six weeks,
concluded in the armistice of November n.

Meanwhile the fighting continued and the Germans, driven
ever backward into Belgium, saw their Allies collapsing too. The
Turks were routed in Palestine and Mesopotamia, and signed an
armistice at the end of October. The Austrians collapsed before
an Italian attack and signed an armistice in the first week of
November. The German fleet mutinied, when ordered to put
to sea for a 'suicide battle'. The Kaiser abdicated and fied to
Holland. An unparalleled war was ending in an unparalleled
victory.

The Armistice. An armistice is simply a stop-fighting agree-
ment. The arrangement of permanent terms of peace takes a
long time and requires the whole-time attention of the leading
statesmen. It is not possible to work out all the details of a peace
treaty while still conducting a war; hence the use of an armistice.
An armistice may be, and sometimes is, followed by a resumption
of hostilities, but the victorious Allies of 1918 were not going